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English translation 

 

The Story of Ukedo Elementary School-Mt. Ohira and Beyond 

Friday, March 11, 2011 This is a story of a day at Ukedo Elementary School in 

Namie Town, Fukushima Prefecture. Illustrated by Noriyuki Enokida 
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Our town, Ukedo, is a small town located in a rich natural environment, 

surrounded by the sea and mountains, including Mt. Ohira. 

The town's people greet each other and live peacefully together. 
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Ukedo Elementary School is a small school with about a hundred students. 

There were about a little more than ten students in each grade. 

All the students eat and play together. 
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In March the students will say goodbye to the sixth graders and get ready to 

meet new first graders. 

The gymnasium is beautifully decorated for the graduation ceremony, after 

which, the fifth graders will be the oldest, and the first graders await "little 

brothers and sisters" to come to school. 

Everyone anxiously was looking forward to the new school life. 

As the fifth period class was about to end, the school building began to shake, 

making large noises. 

 

"EARTHQUAKE!" 
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Everyone quickly took cover under their desks for protection. 

However, the shakes were so strong that everyone tumbled around. 

"Hurry to the schoolyard!" the teachers directed us. 

"Find a safer place!" 

"Go to Mt. Ohira!" 

The principal loudly directed the students. 
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I remembered that an old neighbor had told us, "a tsunami follows an 

earthquake." 

Running, the students and teachers reached the coastal road, Hamakaidō 

[Hama Route]. 

People and cars crowded the road. 

But the teachers managed to get the students across. 

"Where is my child?" 

"We must evacuate first!" 

Parents came to pick up their children, but the teachers continued their 

evacuation with all the students. 
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While the earthquake occurred over and over again, we continued to run. 

Some children went ahead of the teachers, while others walked behind in 

exhaustion. 

The leading group of teachers and children arrived at the foot of Mt. Ohira. 

However, they couldn't find the path to climb the mountain. 

We had to evacuate to a higher place fast. 

All was felt at a loss, not knowing where to go. 

Then, "this is the way up!" shouted a fourth grader called Ryūta. 

"We can climb up the mountain using this trail! I've been here during baseball 

practice." 

The teachers had never taken that trail before, but they could not waste any 

time hesitating. 

Everyone began to climb Mt. Ohira using the trail Ryūta had discovered. 
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Hiroki, who was on a wheelchair, were evacuating with everybody else. 

It was especially difficult for Hiroki, but he never complained. 

The trail gradually turned into a muddy path. 

"You've done great! From here, come with me," one of the teachers said. 

The teacher carried Hiroki on his back. 
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A strange rumbling sound came from the direction of the sea, while everyone 

was climbing the mountain. 

The teachers made an effort to chat with the children to reassure them. 

Finally, the students and teachers reached the top of Mt. Ohira. 

The teacher counted the number of the children, to find out all of them were 

saved. 

After a while, we started to worry about our home and school, so several 

teachers went back to see what had happened. 
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The teachers returned to near the foot of Mt. Ohira. 

They witnessed a completely different scenery. 

"There is no way of return..." 
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"What's going on?" 

"Let's go back now," the students said, but the teachers remained silent. 

The teachers had made up their minds not to show the children the devastated 

area. 

The strange rambling sound we had heard on the way was the sound of the 

town being swallowed by the tsunami. 
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We decided to go to the evacuation center next to town hall where many people 

in the town were getting together. 

We walked down to the other side of the mountain. 

On our way, there was a road that had been damaged by the earthquake. 

A teacher went ahead to the town hall to call for help. 

As we waited, it got darker and darker. 

The snow started to fall. 

We endured the coldness and fear, encouraging each other. 

We could not bear it any longer. 
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At that moment, a large truck stopped in front of us. 

"Get on the back of the truck! I'll take you all!" 

We jumped up with joy. 
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The truck driver took us to the town hall, and we entered the gymnasium. 

"Glad to be safe." 

This is how all of us at Ukedo Elementary School successfully evacuated. 
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March 11, a very long day, came to an end. 

There are disasters, such as a tsunami, after an earthquake. 

There are also places of refuge, like Mt. Ohira. 

The children at Ukedo knew well of their surroundings. 

This may explain why they were able to quickly deicide to evacuate. 

You never know when you will experience an earthquake or some other 

disaster. 

Where is your Mt. Ohira, your safe place? 

 




